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returning from a bowling tournament, 
a mother and a daughter heading to a 
baby shower, two Shriners, a married 
couple driving to Texas, and a truck 
driver heading to Wisconsin. The cause 
was failure to properly maintain the 
bridge. 

No price can be put on the lives that 
were suddenly ended that very tragic 
day, but their memory should serve as 
a stark reminder that our failure here 
has real, painful, life-taking con-
sequences. 

Let’s move forward and invest in 
America’s infrastructure—to put con-
struction workers back on the job, to 
help businesses grow, and to keep our 
drivers and truckers safe. 
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REMEMBERING JOSEPH WILLIAM 
AUBIN AND THOSE WHO HAVE 
SACRIFICED FOR AMERICA 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
note that this week U.S. Navy Techni-
cian Joseph William Aubin, a young 
man of Bridgeport, Connecticut, had 
his name added to the Vietnam Memo-
rial Wall just down the way here 46 
years after he died on a flight from the 
Philippines to Vietnam. This was a sol-
emn and happy occasion as we recog-
nized one in a long line of millions of 
men and women who have sacrificed for 
us and for our country. 

But there’s a lesson in this event. 
There will come a moment, undoubt-
edly, when the young men and women 
that are returning from Afghanistan 
and Iraq seem as lost in the midst of 
time as Joseph William Aubin does 
today. So this is really about us, and 
it’s always been about us. 

It’s about them working for our safe-
ty, our liberty, and our values. And it 
is about us to make sure that we, as 
people, don’t succumb to the fact that 
we drift, that memory fades, and that 
urgency is unsharpened. It is about us 
to make sure that 20 years from now 
we remember Joseph William Aubin 
and those like him who sacrificed. 
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LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2013 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude tabular and extraneous material 
on H.R. 5882. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 679 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5882. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from New Hampshire (Mr. BASS) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5882) 
making appropriations for the Legisla-
tive Branch for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2013, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. BASS of New Hampshire 
in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 

CRENSHAW) and the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HONDA) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the House, 
we bring before the House today the 
2013 appropriations bill for the Legisla-
tive Subcommittee. This is a bill that 
spends $3.3 billion, which is approxi-
mately 1 percent less than last year. 
That’s a $33.4 million reduction from 
last year. 

I think all of us know that we are liv-
ing in difficult economic times in this 
country. Taxpayers want to know that 
when they send their money to Wash-
ington it’s being spent wisely. We also 
know that government needs money to 
provide services, but right now govern-
ment needs something more. The gov-
ernment needs a sense of discipline to 
rein in spending. The government 
needs a commitment to make sure that 
every task of government is accom-
plished and completed in a most effi-
cient and most effective manner, more 
so than ever before. 

Our subcommittee took this philos-
ophy to heart, and we had a series of 
hearings. We listened to the Agency 
heads as they came before us and 
talked about their needs, their wants, 
their priorities. We considered all of 
that and made some very difficult, 
some tough, but I think workable, deci-
sions that allow us to move forward. 

I would remind the Members that 
over the last two cycles we have re-
duced spending on the Legislative 
Branch Subcommittee funding bill by 
almost 8 percent, and after we finish 
this bill, we will have decreased spend-
ing by nearly 9 percent. 

So let me just give you all a sum-
mary of the highlights of this bill. 

First and foremost, we fund the 
House of Representatives at $1.2 bil-
lion. That’s the same level as last year. 
It’s the same level that was requested 
by the House of Representatives. When 
people say, ‘‘Well, why didn’t you re-
duce the House any further?’’ I would 
remind Members that over the last two 
cycles we have reduced funding for our 
own House by 10.5 percent. The Mem-

bers’ office accounts—the so-called 
Members’ Representational Accounts— 
are funded at last year’s level. Once 
again, when people say, ‘‘Why didn’t 
you cut those again?’’ I would remind 
Members that we have cut those. The 
appropriations have been reduced by 
13.5 percent for the office accounts. 
That takes us back to 2008 levels, 
which is a substantial cut. 

We have certainly led by example. 
We have tightened our belts. We have 
reined in spending, and I think we can 
be proud of that. We also have lan-
guage that allows Members, if they 
don’t spend all of their office account, 
they can reduce the national debt with 
their leftover funds. 

The Capitol Police receive about a 
$20 million increase. That will allow 
them to reduce the backlog in training 
that they have. It will also alleviate 
some of the salary shortfalls, because 
this is a year where we have the two 
national conventions and we also have 
the inauguration. 

The Congressional Budget Office re-
ceives a very slight increase to acquire 
some much-needed equipment. 

The Architect of the Capitol, which 
we fund, actually receives the largest 
reduction, about a 10 percent reduc-
tion. The Architect brings to us a se-
ries of projects that he would like to 
see funded. We can’t fund them all, but 
we give priority to those that deal with 
health and safety issues because so 
many people work in the Capitol com-
plex, so many visitors come here every 
year. 

This subcommittee was concerned 
about the fact that we don’t have the 
money right now to continue the reha-
bilitation of the Capitol dome, that 
great symbol of freedom that we see 
every day. We have spent $19 million to 
begin that rehabilitation project, and 
it’s about $100 million to finish that. 
I’m confident we’ll find the money very 
shortly and complete that project. 

If you look at the Library of Con-
gress, they receive a very modest in-
crease. 

The Government Accountability Of-
fice, the so-called watchdog of this 
Congress, they receive a slight increase 
to allow them to add 21 new full-time 
equivalent personnel. That will allow 
them to continue to write the reports 
that they write that tell us whether 
we’re spending the money wisely or 
not. 
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And I think it will allow them to 

continue to meet the ever-increasing 
demands that we, as Members, place on 
them. 

The Government Printing Office re-
ceives a cut, again, for the third 
straight year. They’re doing a much 
better job of dealing with binding and 
printing of the information that they 
provide for us. 

So, in a nutshell, Mr. Chairman, that 
summarizes the bill. I want to be sure 
and say thank you to all the members 
of the subcommittee, both the Demo-
crats and Republicans, for the work 
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